
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Fellow members, it has been an eventful year for the Society as my

first year as President comes to a close. Presidents in the Society only
get 2-year terms, and even from this distance I can already see much
that will be left incomplete when my term of office expires in 2013.
But don’t get me wrong: I’m not complaining. A few months ago I
reviewed my activities in the Society and counted 1100 Society emails
received in my first 6 months, plus 1200 that I had sent on Society
business of one sort or another. I haven’t checked lately, but the pace
has substantially slowed since then. The thing that keeps me going and
enthusiastic about our Society is the sense that there are many things
that need doing, many things that can be done, and people willing to
help. A President’s message should always include a nod to the many
people who volunteer their time and effort on your behalf and at the
President’s request. That includes Ian Lewis, who continues to
contribute his time and effort to the Society despite many other
callings. It includes the members of the Board of Managers, Rohit,
Gloria, Brandye, Linda, Christian, Luisa, Heather and Karl: they make
decisions for the Society, serve on committees and manage many of
the Society’s activities. I shouldn’t forget the Officers, Andy and
Richard, without whose diligent efforts the Society’s activities would
be unrecorded and unpaid for! There are also many who hold no
elected position with the Society but are vital to its work: Mark Druy,
who contributes as membership coordinator and chief contract
negotiator; Francis Esmonde-White, who makes the newsletter and
website go; Ryan Priore, who is serving as the first chair of the
Merchandising Committee; and many, many others: Jim Rydzak,
Peter Griffiths, Martin Zanni, Karen Esmonde-White, Bruce Chase,
Curt Marcott, John Reffner, Mary Carrabba, Mike Carrabba, Brian
Marquardt, Rebecca Airmet, Norman Wright, Steve Barnett, Christina
Young, Mike Donahue, Cindi Lilly, Sharon Deram, Jeff White, Dave
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Honorary Membership. Through honorary memberships the
Society recognizes ••individuals who are deemed to have made
outstanding contributions to the field of vibrational spectroscopy or to
any other field related to the purposes of the Society.••2011 was a banner
year for honorary memberships because, for the first time in many years,
eight honorary Coblentz memberships were awarded. Honorary
Membership certificates were formally presented at FACSS 2011 to
four of the ••Class of 2011••who were able to attend the meeting, Peter R.
Griffiths, Kathryn S. Kalasinsky, D. Bruce Chase, and David W.
Schiering. The Society congratulates them and the four honorary
members, James de Haseth, Ira Levin, Dana Mayo, and Kathleen
Dittman, who were unable to attend the presentation at FACSS 2011.

Craver Award Lecture. FACSS attendees were treated to a
plenary lecture by Prof. Michael George, the 2011 recipient of the
Clara Craver Award for his research on the development and
application of fast time-resolved infrared spectroscopy for the
characterization of excited states and the detection of short-lived
intermediates and the elucidation of reaction mechanisms (www.
coblentz.org/awards/the-craver-award). We knew that we were in store
to hear a talk on ••Photochemistry, Spectroscopy and Supercritical
Fluids.•• But, we were pleasantly surprised to discover that Prof.
George is just as adept in the kitchen as he is in the laboratory! He
revealed this hidden talent during the plenary lecture when he shared
••Mike’s recipe for scientific survival••, complete with corollaries for
the corporate environment. John Rabolt and Curt Marcott were
credited in helping Mike in perfecting the recipe:

Mike’s recipe for scientific survival:

� Have faith in your choice of research
� Avoid pursuing instant glory at the expense of incremental progress

in less ••glamorous•• research areas
� Pursue more than one research area simultaneously
� Do not be afraid of playing visionary
� Avoid overextending your efforts
� Establish a good relationship through honesty in your work
� Have fun!

Corollaries for the corporate environment:

� Pursue both long- and short-term research projects at the same time
� Develop collaborations and networks
� All research projects, including long-term ones, should have a clear

business connection
� Success is not an entitlement

Coblentz-Sponsored Technical Sessions at FACSS 2011 in
Reno, NV. Coblentz organized nine invited technical sessions, two
awards sessions, and one contributed technical session at FACSS 2011
in Reno, Nevada. Over $8000 in sponsorship money was raised to
support complementary registrations and travel for invited speakers.
We thank the Coblentz session sponsors for their support: Agilent,
Anasys, Coherent, Council for NIR Spectroscopy, Daylight Solutions,
Fiveash Data Management, LaserVision, Mitsubishi Chemical,
Opotek, and ThermoFisher Scientific.

Bernhard Lendl presided over the Monday afternoon ••Emerging
Applications of QCL in Analytical Chemistry and Spectroscopy••
session.

From Chieu D. Tran who presided over the Monday morning ••Ionic
Liquids for and by Spectroscopy•• symposium: The symposium was
well attended with a lot of questions as it covered many aspects of
ionic liquids including photophysical processes, protein structure,
plasmonics, sensors for explosives, and NMR as well as separation of
isotopic molecules.

Sergei Kazarian presided over the Tuesday afternoon ••Pushing the
Limits of Mid-IR Imaging: Dynamics and Spatial Resolution•• session
that he co-organized with Rohit Bhargava.

Jean Guilmet presided over the Tuesday afternoon session entitled
••New Advances in Vibrational Spectroscopy,•• organized by Dana
Garcia.

From Tahei Tahara who presided over the Tuesday morning
••Molecular Spectroscopy at Interfaces: Advances and Application••
session that he co-organized with Rob Walker: Six talks about the
recent advances and results of molecular spectroscopy at interfaces,
mainly those obtained with second-order nonlinear spectroscopy, were
given. They covered a variety of the topics in the field, including new
methods, water structures, ultrafast processes, solvation, imaging and
the analysis of the data. The symposium was compact but very intense
and hot!

Wei Zhao and Michael George presided over the Wednesday
afternoon ••Coherent Two-Dimensional Spectroscopy I•• session.

Ian Lewis presided over the Wednesday morning Craver Award
Session Honoring Mike George.

Clay Harris presided over the Wednesday morning ••Applications of
NIR Spectroscopy•• session.

Richard Palmer presided over the Wednesday morning session
••The Development of Modern-Scan FTS and its Legacies: In
Memoriam, Matt Smith••.

Wei Zhao and Mike George presided over the Thursday morning
••Coherent Two-Dimensional Spectroscopy II•• session.

(Left) Left to right, past society president Ian Lewis, Honorary Membership recipients Peter R. Griffiths, Kathryn S. Kalasinsky, D. Bruce Chase, and David W.
Schiering, and current society president Michael Myrick. (Right) Michael George receives the Craver Award from Micky Myrick.
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Lippincott Award. The Ellis R. Lippincott Award is presented
annually to an outstanding vibrational spectroscopist. It is co-
sponsored by the Coblentz Society, the Society for Applied
Spectroscopy, and the Optical Society of America. The award is
presented in memory of Professor Ellis R. Lippincott to scientists who
have made significant contributions to vibrational spectroscopy as
judged by their influence on other scientists (www.coblentz.org/
awards/the-lippincott-award).

Dr. Isao Noda, was awarded the 2011 Lippincott Award in
recognition of his pioneering contributions to 2D infrared analysis of
polymeric materials. Mitsuo Tasumi and Jaan Laane presided over the
Lippincott award session at FACSS 2011, where Dr. Noda gave a
plenary lecture and was presented the award during a special technical
session honoring his work. Prior to Dr. Noda’s plenary lecture,
FACSS attendees were given a button with Dr. Noda’s photo and the
words ••Dr. Isao Noda, Lippincott 2011••. This personal and
memorable tribute was created and distributed by Gloria Story.

Coblentz Society Student Awards. The Society encourages young
scientists to pursue studies in spectroscopy through the Student
Awards. The 2011 Coblentz Student Awards were presented by the
Society’s president at FACSS 2011 during the Sunday evening poster
session (the Society once again offers its thanks to SAS for allowing
us to ••share the stage••during their sponsored event). We congratulate
Rohith Reddy from Prof. Rohit Bhargava’s group, Esther Ocola from
Prof. Jaan Laane’s group, Nathaniel Gomer from Prof. Michael
Angel’s group, Megan Pearl (Baranowski) from Prof. Micky Myrick’s
group, and Savitha Panikar from Prof. James Durig’s group.

Coblentz Society William G. Fateley Student Award. Honoring
the late Prof. William (Bill) Fateley’s dedication to promoting student
participation at national meetings such as PittCon and FACSS, family,
friends and colleagues established the William G. Fateley Student

Award. The 2011 award was presented to Rohith Reddy, at the 2011
FACSS meeting.

Changes for FACSS: The FACSS, Just the FACSS or ••A Short
Summary of the Announcement Made During the Exhibit Opener
with Commentary.•• More details on this exciting change can be
found in the December 2011 Issue of Applied Spectroscopy.

The FACSS conference has been an integral part of the Coblentz
Society since the first meeting in Atlantic City in 1974. It is a premier
venue promoting the research and education at the core of the
Society’s mandate. As FACSS has maintained a commitment to new
technologies, the breadth of the conference has increased while still
maintaining a strong spectroscopy focus. However, as the Federation

Coblentz-Sponsored Technical Session Speakers. (Top Left) Ionic Liquids session speakers, from left to right, Profs. Mark Maroncelli (Penn State), Chieu Tran
(Marquette Univ.), Guillermo Moyna (Univ. Science in Philadelphia), Xiangqun Zeng (Oakland Univ.), Frank Bright (Univ. Buffalo), and Gary Baker (Univ.
Missouri-Columbia). (Bottom Left) Interface session speakers, from left to right, Robert Walker, John Conboy, Heather Allen, Eric Vauthey, Tahei Tahara, James
Patterson (speakers), and Hirohisa Matsuda (from Mitsubishi, a session sponsor). (Top Right) Craver Award Session Honoring Mike George. From left to right,
Keith Gordon, Andrew Beeby, Mike George, Anthony Parker, Neil Everall, Bernhard Lendl, Ian Lewis, and Hiro-o Hamaguchi. (Bottom Right) NIR session
speakers, from left to right, Heinz Siesler, Takuma Genkawa, Barry Lavine, Robert W. Bondi, Jr., Yang Liu, James de Haseth, and J. Clay Harris.

Dr. Isao Noda, winner of the Lippincott Award.
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continues to grow—encompassing new societies and areas of
expertise, expanding offerings around the globe, and embracing new
technologies to bring the conference to a wider audience—the name
FACSS no longer seems to capture the essence of what people
experience when they attend the conference.

After extraordinary efforts by the FACSS Governing Board and the
Member Societies, a new name, and a new brand, for the conference
was chosen. In 2012, the annual meeting will officially be the SCIX
conference (pronounced Sci-Ex), presented by FACSS. The choice of
the name came from the realization that the true spirit of the
conference is Scientific Exchange. By focusing on this key aspect, it is
envisioned that the conference can draw new people while energizing
the people who already appreciate the value the conference brings.

For those unfamiliar with the Coblentz Society’s current FACSS-
related activities, you may be pleasantly surprised to discover the
depth and breadth of Coblentz society involvement! Since 2006, the
Society has formally organized the molecular spectroscopy section of
FACSS’s Technical Program. The number of sessions each year may
vary but the average is about eight sessions, representing a significant
presence in the Technical Program. The Society also has robust
activity in presenting awards and FACSS is currently where we
present four Coblentz-sponsored awards. From the inception of the
Craver award in 2007, it has been tied to FACSS. The Lippincott
award, which the Society presents with OSA and SAS, appears
regularly at FACSS. Starting in 2007 the Student awards and in 2010
the Fateley award are presented there. Additionally, the Society’s
Board meets at FACSS, and finally the Society has representation on
the FACSS Governing Board. These activities all contribute towards
achieving the aims of the Society to foster the understanding and
application of vibrational spectroscopy.

What does this change mean to Coblentz members? At its core, the
meeting will continue to attract the very best scientists from across the
world and across existing broad topical areas. As new areas emerge in
spectroscopy and chemical analysis, new symposia will be added with
the best and brightest, providing new scientists an opportunity to gain
experience, build their professional network, and highlight their
research activities and interests by organizing technical sessions.
Coblentz will continue to have a robust presence at SCIX, and we
think that this change represents a unique opportunity to further
advance the Society’s aims.

The inaugural SCIX conference, presented by the Federation of
Analytical Chemistry and Spectroscopy Societies will be in Kansas
City from September 30 to October 4, 2012. The organizing team for
Kansas City already has much of the conference program set,

including the Plenary Speakers, symposia in strong traditional topics,
and offerings in new areas. Kansas City is conveniently located in the
center of the USA, accessible to our international attendees, with great
facilities, and a convenient downtown area. Building on the success of
2011 and the new SCIX brand, the 2012 meeting promises to be the
best meeting that FACSS has presented. For the latest information on
the meeting please visit either www.facss.org or www.
scixconference.org. We hope to see many members in Kansas City!

News from the Eastern Analytical Symposium and Exposition
(EAS) 2011 in New Brunswick, NJ. In 2011, EAS celebrated its 50th
anniversary. In support of this, Dave Russell (EAS President 2011)
and others published a history of the organization: from the founding
of the Eastern Analytical Conference, its founding participation in
FACSS, the re-establishment of a separate meeting, finding a home at
the Garden State convention center in Somerset, New Jersey, the move
to Atlantic City, and the subsequent return to Somerset among other
notable milestones. The 50th anniversary celebrations included a post-
exhibit mixer, a cake cutting, and an exhibition of historic scientific
equipment (organized by Sheri Gold).

After approximately 10 years the Society joined EAS as a society
member, an affiliation championed by Jim Rydzak. Through the
Society’s involvement on the EAS Board, the Program committee, and
its events, the Society continues to ••foster the understanding and
application of vibrational spectroscopy•• for EAS participants. Our
participation in EAS represents our most prominent activity in the
Northeast spectroscopy community. The Society held its annual
member Monday night mixer in the Doubletree hotel ballroom.
Approximately 60 members attended the Society’s event which was
open to all members irrespective of whether they were registered for
EAS. The event was once again organized by Brandye Smith-Goettler.
Speeches were given by Brandye who thanked the reception sponsors
(Block Engineering, Kaiser Optical Systems, Horiba Scientific, and
Thermo Scientific) and Ian Lewis who, on behalf of the Board,
thanked the various volunteers who organized the Society’s activities
at EAS (Brandye, mixer and Governance activities; Linda Kidder,
program; Stu Farquarhson and Gary McGeorge, program sessions; and
Jim Rydzak, Governance activities).

The Coblentz society organized two technical sessions: SERS for
real-world trace analysis and spectroscopy in the pharmaceutical field.

The session ••Surface-Enhanced Raman Spectroscopy: Application
to Real-World Trace Chemical and Biological Analysis••, held on the
Tuesday morning was chaired by Stuart Farquharson, with presenta-
tions by John Lombardi, Steve Christesen, Carl Meinhart, Francesca
Casadio, and Frank E. Inscore.

Members at the Monday night reception. (Left) From left to right, Mike Doyle, Steve Best, and Mike Powers. (Right) From left to right, Brandye Smith-Goettler,
Katherine Bakeev, Emil Ciurczak, Mark Druy, Ian Leiws, Nancy Jestel, Linda Kidder, Neil Everall, and Neil Lewis discussing light over drinks.
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which was held in London on December 20th, therefore included Dr.
Boris Mizaikoff (whose title was ••Of Mice and Men••). Boris, as many
of you will know, has received several awards including the 2010
Clara Craver award from the Coblentz Society, which was presented
to Boris at the FACSS meeting in Raleigh in 2010 [Newsletter No.
152]). The aims of FACSS and the Society’s involvement in FACSS
as a member society were promoted.

We are excited to foster a collaboration between the Coblentz
Society and the IRDG. These societies will present a session ••120
years of the Coblentz and IRDG•• at the 2012 SCIX meeting,
presented by FACSS, in Kansas City, Missouri, in 2012. Professor
Mike George on behalf of the IRDG and Ian Lewis and Professor
Micky Myrick on behalf of the Coblentz Society generated the
preliminary proposal. We believe that this collaborative effort will
promote technological developments and applications in vibrational
spectroscopy.

Submitted by Ian Lewis

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR COBLENTZ
SOCIETY AWARDS

In the spirit of rewarding excellence, we would like to take this
opportunity to encourage you to nominate qualified candidates for the
Society’s awards. Coblentz honors individuals at all ages and
experience levels, ranging from student awards to honorary member-
ships. Nomination information, requirements for each of the Society’s
awards, and online nomination forms can be found on the Coblentz
Society’s website (www.coblentz.org). The awards are a great way to
recognize scientific achievements or service to the society. We
encourage all members to take a look at the awards and consider
nominating your fellow spectroscopist!

Your editors, Francis and Karen Esmonde-White

Bomem–Michelson Award. This award is dedicated to the
memory of Professor A.E. Michelson, developer of the Michelson
interferometer. ABB sponsors the award to honor scientists who have
advanced the technique(s) of vibrational, molecular, Raman, or
electronic spectroscopy. Contributions may be theoretical, experimen-
tal, or both. The recipient must be actively working and may be
associated with the academic, industrial, government, or private
sector. The awardee must be at least 37 years of age. The award
consists of a crystal symbol of the Bomem–Michelson award and an
honorarium. In order to ensure that the award is based on an
independent evaluation of the candidate’s achievements, the selection
is made by a committee chosen by the Coblentz Society. The award is
presented each year at the Pittsburgh Conference. The ABB-sponsored
Bomem–Michelson Award Symposium is held in honor of the
awardee and immediately follows the presentation.

Previous recipients of the Bomem–Michelson Award are: Thomas
G. Spiro (1987), Carl Linberger (1988), Richard J. Saykally (1989),
William Klemperer (1990), Alan Pine (1991), Jyrki Kauppinen
(1992), Jack L. Koenig (1993), Herbert L. Strauss (1994), Terry
Miller (1995), Ira Levin (1996), William H. Woodruff (1997), Bruce
Chase (1998), Sandy Asher (1999), John F. Rabolt (2000), Larry Nafie
(2001), Dan Neumark (2002), Peter R. Griffiths (2003), Dave Haaland
(2004), Paul Bohn (2005), Robert W. Field (2006), David Bocian
(2007), Geraldine Richmond (2008), Martin Quack (2009), Richard
Van Duyne (2010), and Isao Noda (2011).

Detailed nomination instructions including deadlines are available
on the Coblentz web site at www.coblentz.org/awards/
the-bomem-michelson-award. Note that the nomination period has
been extended, and will close June 30th 2012.

Coblentz Award. The Coblentz Award is normally presented

annually to an outstanding young molecular spectroscopist under the
age of 36. The Award is presented and the Coblentz Award Lecture is
delivered each June at the Ohio State University International
Symposium on Molecular Spectroscopy (www.molspect.mps.
ohio-state.edu/symposium/). The candidate must be under the age
of 36 on January 1 of the year of the award.

Previous recipients of this award are: John Overend (1964), William
Fateley/Robert Snyder (1965), Edwin Becker (1966), Peter Krueger
(1967), Jon Hougen (1968), James Durig (1969), Guiseppi Zerbi
(1970), Clive Perry (1971), George Leroi (1972), C. Bradley Moore
(1973), C.K.N. Patel (1974), Bernard J. Bulkin (1975), Geoffrey Ozin/
George Thomas, Jr. (1976), Peter R. Griffiths (1977), Lester Andrews
(1978), Lionel Carreira (1979), Richard Van Duyne (1980), Laurence
Nafie (1981), Christopher Patterson (1982), Dave Cameron (1983),
Steve Leone (1984), John Rabolt/Graham Fleming (1985), Joel Harris
(1986), Alan Campion (1987), Keith Nelson (1988), Geri Richmond
(1989), Hai-Lung Dai (1990), Paul Bohn (1991), Tom Rizzo (1992),
Peter Felker (1993), Paul Alivisatos (1994), David J. Rakestraw (1995),
Xiaoliang Sunney Xie (1996), Moungi Bawendi (1997), Pat Treado
(1998), Brooks Pate (1999), Martin Gruebele (2000), Stacey Bent
(2001), Andrei Tokmakoff (2002), Andrea Callegari (2003), Sergey
Nizkorodov (2005), Michael Strano (2006), Martin Zanni (2007),
Xiaowei Zhuang (2008), Benjamin McCall (2009), and Timothy
Schmidt (2010). No award was presented in 2011.

Detailed nomination instructions including deadlines are available
on the Coblentz web site at www.coblentz.org/awards/
the-coblentz-award.

Coblentz Student Award. The Coblentz Society has for many years
encouraged young scientists to pursue studies in spectroscopy by
seeking nominations of outstanding students for the Coblentz Student
Awards. The awardees receive a copy of the Society’s Deskbook, a
certificate, and a year’s membership in the Society. Their names and the
names of their faculty advisors will appear in the Society’s Newsletter
published in Applied Spectroscopy.

The awardees for 2010 were: Ram Bhatta, Department of
Chemistry, University of Akron, Professor David S. Perry; Praveen-
kumar Boopalachandran, Department of Chemistry, Texas A&M
University, Prof. Jaan Laane; Bryon Herbert, Department of
Chemistry and Biochemistry, University of Delaware, Professor Karl
S. Booksh; Yuliya Luzinova, Department of Chemistry and
Biochemistry, Georgia Institute of Technology, Professor Boris
Mizaikoff; and Hajime Okajima, Department of Chemistry, University
of Tokyo, Professor Hiro-o Hamaguchi.

The awardees for 2011 were: Rohith Reddy, Univ. of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign, Professor Rohit Bhargava; Nathaniel R. Gomer,
Univ. of South Carolina, Professor S. Michael Angel; Esther J. Ocola,
Texas A&M University, Professor Jaan Laane; Savitha S. Panikar,
University of Missouri – Kansas City, Professor James Durig; and
Megan R. Pearl, University of South Carolina, Professor Michael
Myrick.

Detailed nomination instructions including deadlines are available
on the Coblentz web site at www.coblentz.org/awards/
coblentz-student-awards.

Clara Craver Award. The Craver Award is presented annually to an
outstanding young molecular spectroscopist whose efforts are in the area
of applied analytical vibrational spectroscopy. The candidate must be
under the age of 45 on January 1st of the year of the award. The work
may include any aspect of infrared (NIR, MIR, or Far), and/or THz, and/
or Raman spectroscopy in applied analytical vibrational spectroscopy.
The nominees may come from an academic, government lab, or
industrial background.

Previous recipients of the award are: Katherine A. Bakeev (2007),
John Conboy (2008), Takeshi Hasegawa (2009), Boris Mizaikoff
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(2010), and Michael W. George (2011). The award carries with it a
$1000 honorarium, a plaque, plus a $500 travel allowance. Files of
candidates will be kept active until the age of eligibility is exceeded.
Annual updates of candidate files are encouraged and will be solicited
from the nomination source by the award’s committee chair.

The awardee will also be offered a 25-minute plenary lecture during
the SCIX meeting, at which the award will be presented. Further, a
separate half-day award symposium honoring the award recipient and
highlighting the interests of the awardee will also occur at the same
conference. Detailed nomination instructions including deadlines are
available on the Coblentz web site at www.coblentz.org/awards/
the-craver-award.

William G. Fateley Student Award. In 2010, a new student award
in the name of William G. Fateley was created by the family and
former group members of Bill Fateley, in conjunction with the
Coblentz Society and the Society for Applied Spectroscopy. Winners
of the Coblentz Student Award receive a copy of the Society’s
Deskbook, a certificate, and a year’s membership in the Society. Their
names and the names of their faculty advisors will appear in the
Society’s Newsletter published in Applied Spectroscopy. Winners of
the William G. Fateley Student Award also receive a $1000 prize and
are asked to speak in the Student Awards Session at FACSS or another
appropriate location.

The recipient of the inaugural 2010 Fateley Student Award was Ali
Eftekhari-Bafrooei. The recipient of the 2011 William G. Fateley
Student Award was Rohith Reddy of the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign, working with Professor Rohit Bhargava.

Detailed nomination instructions including deadlines are available
on the Coblentz web site at www.coblentz.org/awards/
william-g-fateley-student-award. Note that the Fateley student
awardee is selected from the top three candidates who receive the
Coblentz Student Awards, requiring that the students be nominated for
the Coblentz Student Award prior to consideration for the Fateley
Student Award.

Ellis R. Lippincott Award. The Ellis R. Lippincott Award is
presented annually to an outstanding vibrational spectroscopist. It is
co-sponsored by the Coblentz Society, the Society for Applied
Spectroscopy, and the Optical Society of America. The award is
presented in memory of Professor Ellis R. Lippincott to scientists who
have made significant contributions to vibrational spectroscopy as
judged by their influence on other scientists. It is awarded annually at
an appropriate scientific meeting. The award consists of the medal and
travel allowances to the meeting. The awardee will present an address
related to contributions for which he/she is being honored. In addition,
there may be a symposium of talks by invited speakers.

Recipients of the medal must have made significant contributions to
vibrational spectroscopy as judged by their influence on other
scientists. Because innovation was a hallmark of the work of Ellis
R. Lippincott, this quality in the contributions of the candidates will be
carefully appraised. The contributions may be theoretical, experimen-
tal, or both, and may have been made in the course of applied as well
as basic research. No restriction is placed on the citizenship or national
origin of candidates. A candidate need not be a member of any of the
sponsoring societies. The award will not be made posthumously
unless an awardee should die after the procedure of selection has been
completed.

Previous recipients include: Richard G. Lord (1976), Lionel Bellamy
(1977), Bryce Crawford, Jr. (1978), E. Bright Wilson (1979), George C.
Pimentel (1980), Ian Mills (1981), Michel Delhaye (1982), John
Overend (1983), Jon T. Hougen (1984), Ira W. Levin (1985), Wolfgang
Kaiser (1986), C. Bradley Moore (1987), Andreas C. Albrecht (1988),
Marilyn E. Jacox (1989), Robert W. Fields (1990), Richard J. Saykally
(1992), John F. Rabolt (1993), Herbert L. Strauss (1994), Giacinto

Scoles (1995), Giuseppe Zerbi (1996), Robin Hochstrasser (1997),
Takeshi Oka (1998), Mitsuo Tasumi (1999), Donald Levy (2000), Lester
Andrews (2001), Sandford Asher (2002), Shaul Mukamel (2003),
Richard Mathies (2004), Jaan Laane (2005), Hai-Lung Dai (2006),
Jonathan Tennyson (2007), Richard Van Duyne (2008), Michael Fayer
(2009), Martin Moskovits (2010), and Isao Noda (2011).

Detailed nomination instructions including deadlines are available
on the Coblentz web site at www.coblentz.org/awards/
the-lippincott-award.

Williams–Wright Award. This award is presented annually at the
Pittsburgh Conference to an industrial spectroscopist who has made
significant contribution to vibrational spectroscopy while working in
industry. The Williams–Wright Award Symposium is held in honor of
the awardee and immediately follows the presentation. The work may
include infrared and/or Raman spectroscopy and instrumental
development, as well as theory and applications of vibrational
spectroscopy. Government labs are not considered industry in this
definition. No restrictions are placed on the selection of the awardee
because of age, sex, or nationality, but the awardee must still be
working at the time the award is presented. The award consists of a
framed certificate and an honorarium. In order to ensure that the award
is based on an independent evaluation of the candidate’s achieve-
ments, the selection is made by a committee chosen by the Coblentz
Society.

Previous recipients of the Williams–Wright Award are: Norman
Wright (1978), Norman Colthup (1979), Jeannette Grasselli (1980),
Paul Wilks/James Harrick (1981), Robert Hannah (1982), Harry Willis
(1983), Robert Jakobsen (1984), Clara D. Craver/Richard A. Nyquist
(1985), Abe Savitzky/Joseph J. Barret (1986), A. Lee Smith (1987),
Darwin L. Wood (1988), D. Bruce Chase (1989), John F. Rabolt
(1990), Robert J. Obremski (1991), Timothy Harris (1992), Curtis
Marcott (1993), John M. Chalmers (1994), Michael R. Philpott
(1995), Bob Messerschmidt (1996), Michael J. Pelletier (1997), Henry
Buijs (1998), Don Kuehl (1999), John Reffner (2000), Raul Curbelo
(2001), Isao Noda (2002), Neil Everall (2003), Neil Lewis (2004),
Fran Adar (2005), Harry Owen (2006), Michael Carrabba (2007), Rina
Dukor (2008), Jerome J. Workman (2009), Patrick Treado (2010),
Howard Mark (2011), and Richard Crocombe (2012).

Detailed nomination instructions including deadlines are available
on the Coblentz web site at www.coblentz.org/awards/
the-williams-wright-award.

WILLIAM G. FATELEY STUDENT AWARD: A
SPECIAL CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS

The family and former group members of William G. Fateley, in
conjunction with the Coblentz Society and the Society for Applied
Spectroscopy, created an endowment supporting a student award in
his honor in 2010.

A lasting component of Bill’s legacy was his encouragement for
students to attend professional conferences and meet their peers. He
made it a goal to introduce young scientists to the ••people•• in the field
and to get them personally involved. Fostering this interaction was
important to Bill; perhaps as much as it was for the science. His efforts
included sending his students to many international conferences. If
need be, he even went as far as to bring the social interaction center
(disguised as a mobile spectroscopy lab) directly to the conference.
Bill’s commitment to encouraging students to attend conferences,
meet and interact with their colleagues and contribute to the field of
spectroscopy has produced a whole new generation of spectroscopists.
These actions have enriched the groups and societies that Bill
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championed so strongly and this is the legacy that we hope to continue
with the establishment of this award.

The inaugural award was presented during the two special sessions
at FACSS 2010 honoring Bill Fateley. These sessions consisted of a
mixture of presentations from Bill’s colleagues and former group
members. The William G. Fateley Student Award is being
administered by the Coblentz Society. The Society is currently
accepting contributions to the initial endowment of the Fateley award.
Please consider contributing to the formation of this award and
continuing the positive impact Bill Fateley had on the spectroscopic
community.

Due to his worldwide impact on the field of spectroscopy, tax
deductible donations to the award fund are encouraged from all of
••Wild•• Bill’s friends, colleagues and professional societies. Funds
may be sent to:

••The Coblentz Society / The William G. Fateley Award••,
acct: 5310712830

First Financial Bank
335 South College Avenue
Oxford, OH 45056

For those who prefer to send a check, please mark it as a contribution
to the William G. Fateley Award and send it to the treasurer of the
Coblentz Society.

SOCIETY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Membership. Anyone wishing to join the Society may do so by

submitting an application at the Coblentz web site (www.coblentz.org/
Membership) or by contacting Dr. Mark Druy, Coblentz Society
Membership Chairman, Physical Sciences, Inc., 20 New England
Business Center, Andover, MA 01810. Phone: (978) 738-8195, Fax:
(978) 689-3232, e-mail: druy@psicorp.com. Dues can also be paid
online at the Coblentz web site (http://www.coblentz.org/payments).
Coblentz society memberships can also be obtained in tandem with
Society for Applied Spectroscopy memberships through the SAS web
site (www.s-a-s.org).

Board Meeting. The Coblentz Society Board will hold its semi-
annual meeting at the 2012 Pittcon conference. Please consult the
Coblentz LinkedIn site for further information. Any article of business
that you want the Board members to consider must be sent in writing
to Michael Myrick, Coblentz Society President (see address at end of
newsletter), prior to the conference.

COBLENTZ SOCIETY BOARD
Rohit Bhargava
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Department of Bioengineering and Beckman

Institute for Advanced Science and Technology
405 N. Mathews Ave.
Urbana, IL 61801
phone: (217) 265-6596
email: rxb@uiuc.edu
Term Expires March 2012

Gloria Story
Procter & Gamble Company
Miami Valley Labs
11810 E. Miami River Road
Cincinnati, OH 45252

phone: (513) 627-2840
email: story.gm@pg.com
Term Expires March 2012

Linda Kidder
Malvern Instruments Inc.
7221 Lee Deforest Drive, Suite 300
Columbia, MD 21046
phone: (410) 953-6166
email: linda.kidder@malvern.com
Term Expires March 2013

Brandye Smith-Goettler
Merck and Co., Inc.
WP78-110
P. O. Box 4
West Point, PA 19486-0004
phone: (215) 652-5487
email: brandyemichelle_smithgoettler@merk.com
Term Expires March 2013

Christian Pellerin
University of Montreal
Department of Chemistry
CP 6128, Succ. Centre-ville
Montréal, QC, H3C 3J7
phone: (514) 340-5762
fax: (514) 340-5290
email: c.pellerin@umontreal.ca
Term Expires March 2014

Luisa T.M. Profeta
Midwest Research Institute
425 Volker Boulevard
Kansas City, MO 64110-2299
phone: 816-753-7600 3 1372
fax: 816-531-0315
email: lprofeta@mriresearch.org
Term Expires March 2014

Karl Booksh
University of Delaware
Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry
Lammot du Pont Laboratory
Newark, DE 19716
Tel: (302) 831-2561
email: kbooksh@udel.edu
Term Expires March 2015

Heather Brooke
Naval Research Laboratory
4555 Overlook Ave SW
Washington, DC 20375
email: heather.brooke.ctr@nrl.navy.mil
Term Expires March 2015

Francis W.L. Esmonde-White
University of Michigan,
Department of Chemistry
930 North University Ave., Room 4638
Ann Arbor, MI 48109
phone: (734) 531-9153
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email: francis@esmonde-white.com
Term Expires March 2016

Christina R. Young
U.S. Food and Drug Administration
9200 Corporate Blvd.
Rockville, MD 20850
email: christina.young@fda.hhs.gov
Term Expires March 2016

COBLENTZ SOCIETY OFFICERS
President
Michael Myrick
University of South Carolina
Department of Chemistry
631 Sumter Street
Columbia, SC 29208
phone: (803) 777-6018
email: myrick@sc.edu

President-Elect
Jim Rydzak
GlaxoSmithKline
709 Swedeland Road MS UW2940
King of Prussia, PA 19406-0390
phone: (610) 270-5242
email: James.W.Rydzak@gsk.com

Secretary
Richard Crocombe
Thermo Fisher Scientific
900 Middlesex Turnpike, Building 8
Billerica, MA 01821 USA
phone: (978) 215 1419
email: richard.crocombe@thermofisher.com

Treasurer
Andre J. Sommer
Miami University,
Molecular Microspectroscopy Laboratory, Department

of Chemistry and Biochemistry
Oxford, OH 45056
phone: (513) 529-2874
fax: (513) 529-5715
email: sommeraj@muohio.edu

Treasurer-Elect (2012–2016)
Mary W. Carrabba
Southern Oregon University,
Science 258
1250 Siskiyou Blvd.
Ashland, OR 97520
phone: (541) 552-6405
fax: (541) 552-6415
email: carrabbam@sou.edu

Newsletter Editors
Francis W.L. Esmonde-White
University of Michigan,
Department of Chemistry
930 North University Ave., Room 4638
Ann Arbor, MI 48109
phone: (734) 531-9153
email: francis@esmonde-white.com

Karen A. Esmonde-White
University of Michigan Medical School
Department of Internal Medicine, Rheumatology Division
1150 West Medical Center Drive MSRB II Room 3554
Ann Arbor, MI, 48109
phone: (734) 531-9154
email: karen@esmonde-white.com
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